RICHMOND MAGAZ

P 21T

may-june 2014

sl S L insider tips from Suellen Gregory
and other decorating pros r4s

“B

AFRAID
& TOHIREA
4  DESIGNER?

We break it
down reo

HGTV STAR
Corey Damen
Jenkins p.7s

£3.95 " RHOMEMAG. COM

8
I“ { m 03>
o a0 28816 e““

I—’

Suellen Gregory,

Suellen Gregory Interior Design

EY JESSICA ROMEY HACDAD
FHOTOS BY KiP DAWKINS

¢

lﬁiﬁ-?

-
b
o~
e
. b
o & :
. p— —
L "
o ; - ] -
R .
»

n

——l

EDEF N

U

THOUGH SHE STANDS JUST 5-FEET TALL,

Known for her ability to meld tradi-
tional décor with a modern sensibility,
Gregory's work is sophisticated and
timeless though never boring or staid.

She always wanted to be an interdor
designer — a cousin who lived in New
York introduced her to the profession
= bt hor parents, who had cnly eighth-
grade educations — insisted she study
liberal arts in college. After majoring
in political science, Gregory worked
for seven years as a spocial-education
teacher before taking some art history
and interior design classes at Virginia
Commonwealth University. In 1581, she

and business partner Terry Massie
opened The Eest End in Carytown. The
shop offered interior design services in
a retal] setting. In 1997, Gregory mowved
her design business into her home.

Gregory has lived in the same Cary
Street Road house for the past 14 years
and although it has slowdy evobeed over
the years, it has always been a reflec-
tion of Gregory's gracious personality
and varied interests, from reading, to
trasvel, to art.

*A house is more than a bricks and
miortar kind of thing” she sxys, “It's the
life wou live there" »
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R=HOME: What appealed to you about this housa?

Suellen Gregory: | could afford it and thore was room for
me and my four childran. That was my crit@ria, . I was all
avecadeo green inside and gut. The siding was avocado
green and the trim inside was painted that Williamsburg
grean color

R=HOME: What are some things that have remained
constant in your house over the past 14 years?

Gregory: [After | moved in] | wallpapered the dining room
in the same wallpaper | had in
my old heuse, Than, four yaars
agao | had to have my cellings re-
plastered and Rick Holtz Pwho
was doing the work] called to el
el Ehal R weas wiry sorry, but
a lot of the wallpaper was peel-
ing off of the walls and would
hawve to be remawved. | tald Rim
to go upstairs to find moare pa-
par, When [Osborne & Little]
discaontinued the pattern, | had
bought 12 Balts, | have now had
the same wallpaper for 25 years.

R+HOME: What have you
changed in your dining roam?
Gregery: | had a Shades of
Light chandalier | had bought on
sale and brought with me from
my previous house. | replaced
that with a lantern by Coleen &
Company. | painted the celling

In Mew York, | love to soe how different hotels are deco-
rated. ... That's a huge sounce of Inspiration o ma. And | lowe
Califernia, If | had gone there as a young persen, | prebably
weould have ngwer come back,

R+ HOME: What do you suggest people invast their monoy
in in thelr homoes?

Gregory: | think you should buy things that are as good as
you can affard, . | always bought the best [furndtura] | could
afford at the time. In 50 doing, I've gotten furniture that has
baan recovared many Limes. ..
Jursk Iike with clothees, if you want
to do trendy, don't spend a lot of
mongy on it ... You dont want to
sod all of the things you e spent
good mongy on in everybody's
houses. ... Your kKids will grow up
with things thay Come 1O reasurs.
Buy things that reflect you, Don't
just buy something to fill a space.

R=HOME: Wheén you ara
exposed to 0 much on a

dally basis, how do you make
changes in your own home?
Gregory: It's hard because | wank
to like somdathing for a really long
tima. .. | change pillews a lot. |
have a closat full of vases and
plateaus and I'm constantly doing
different tablescapes. . I'm al-
ways thinking about my house.

Calluna, & Farrow and Ball faint R+HOME: What do you think
amathyst color. .. But the dining ERrC N AN ARTEN has made you succassiul in
room has always had the same Gregary has had the same Osborne & Little wallpager in this business?

GrEen paApar and gresen curtaing, her dinlng rogm far 25 yeari. She recently updatad the G‘rmgr}rr 1 thiink pm;ﬂc P g

Ta me the ma|or upgrade was

regem (ahown in 2012, above) by swapplag the rug for
patterned flodrt, changing vphalitery and installing a

because I'm a good listenar and

that lantern ... by changing tho dramatic new cusiom Lantern by Coloen & Company. I really take my job seriously. |

lighting in hing it totally changoed

the way you thought about the

room. The fabric on the chairs

has boen printed for 150 years, IE's 8 Colelax and Foawler.
The bar is Mideentury from Varve. | just feel ke it a1l works.
I think that"s what makes it intaresting; you can combine
lots of styles.

R=HOME: What inspires you?
Gregory: | lawe Instagram. To me, it's the most créative social
mvrclia outlet cut there. | do all of my own posting. But | am
still wery much a print poerson. ... | buy every single design
mﬂga-:'im;l and | pore over thaem with & magnnfymg alass.
Alsa, travel. | have daughtens in Maw York and Charleston
and | love to visit design canbers and showraoms bo see what
they have done with their displays. | will fiy to Atlanta and
will go to ADAC (Atlanta Decorative Arts Center), spand
two days there and go in and out of antiques shops and
will just stir mysell up,

allow and encourage design to

b very personal. Peaple have

said, | want you 1o do my houio
bocause you let me keep [whataver]. It's inconceivable 1o
me bhat wou wouldn't be able to keep what you love, .. To
me, everything you ke and treasure works togather,

R=HOME: What, to you, are hallmarks of & successiul
room design?

Gregory: Balance, If the room calls for Lucite and glass, |
want 1o find just the right thing so that it is both traditional
and modern, To me, it is all about the mix. It opens up so
many passibilities if you arg not confined 1o one style.

Comfart is huge and sensibility is huge. There are 5o
many indoorfoutdoor fabrics today, beautiful velvets that
you can totally Hwe with,

But the most important thing to me is that everybody
loves wharg they live and are surrounded by the things thoey
tréasura. My job i 1o présent them with ﬂﬂliﬂﬂi.n

“Buy things that reflect you. Don’t just buy something to fill a space.”
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Buy what you like and begin

a collection. ft makes such a
glatemant, Your interiors will
be PErsona |'-!1r1-rf_'|.~du'.!|! heve Fuen
doing it. Books, pleces of coral,
glass candlesticks = all of these
things look great together,
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Buy the best art you can afford.
Get to know our galleries,

begin recognizing what you are
drawn to — oils, works on paper,
certain artists, Richmond is
riek with wonderful art!

[ have glass on all the surfaces
in my bedroom and I have put
all of my favorite photos under
the glass, It keeps the surfaces
free of picture Frames, which
can look busy and clurrered

I love old wing chairs and slip-
per chairs. You can find them
cverywhore — antique shops,
fea markets, Thoy ane ines:
pensive o buy and not terribly
CXDLTLINE I resOVvEer. A .'rrlp;.r{'r
chair can be slipeovered with
Just a few yards of fabric and
can make a really wonderful
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I ove good lighting: it can
be interesting, soish and
sensible in terms of what
it's purpose is. Chandeliers,
Imndn;nr.s, Foar and rable
lamps can be equally decora-
tive and functional. Lamps
can be painted, shades oan
be updated, intals ean bo
changed. There are 20
many possibilities.
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Gregery i Colledtion
of blud-amd-white
china on open
shebvimg. & cutbom
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Geegary's lavorile
lighking towrces,
BB OWET B
antigue dining table
sk has owned
tince the TTOS

BAR
A Fienky (aux
Bam b Mids
century bar from
Warvd M
Furmishings standi
I E&ATFATEE 10 The
morg fradifignal
Elemanis in
Gregory i dinkng
o0, =1 think thal s
what makad deiign
interesting,” she
BayE, “Vou can
combing & lot
of styles.”

thomemag.com [N

=

MASTIR BEDEOOM
Gragory s bedroom
reffects her twin
ballafs that comiart
is a parameunt
deilgn concern, and
that paople ihsuld
swrraend themtelves
with things they awe:
b R Case, Both
art and books,

“The most important thing
to me is that everybocdy
loves where they live and
are surrounded by the
things they treasure.”
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GRANDRIDS
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Whith ifs Voypagers
wallpaper by
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PORCH
Gregory loves to
rend on her coversd
porch, which featurgs
lanterng by Colagn
& Campany and
a fun, oversized
mirfar ibe pleked
wp in a Baskrogm
at Shades of Light,
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