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The hibrary 15 a siudy in modern masculink

A fresh gold color on the walls 5 grounded by Uhe
caramel of worn leather sofas and dramatic accents
of blsck throughout the ro , Creating a welcoming
spot for Justin and Tanya French to nelax,
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“when Justin

= T

and Tanya French were hunting
for a new home,

and a sense of the ]uq.'['hr house []'H,':..' found, " Westhourne”
a 1918 Richmond estate often called the best example of
Georglan Revival architecture in Virginia, provided both—
historic significance and spacious grounds where children (son
Griffin was a soon-to-be toddler and daughter Chloe was on
the way) could explore to their heart’s content

Justin, a developer who buys and renovates historic prop-
ertics, loves history, so it was no surprise that this classic house,
designed by renowned Virginia architect Duncan Lee, caught
his eye. It had been home o Douglas Southall Freeman, a
Richmond newspaper editor and Pulitzer Prize—winning his-
tortan, until his death in 1953, Although the house has an il-
lustrious history—Dwight Essenhower and Robert Frost have
been guests here—Justin was most inspired by Freemuan's
commumity acovism, which 15 also dear to his and Tanya's
hearts, “lIt was important that this house accommodate large
crowds for fund-raisers,” says Justn, “but also be comfortable
enough for the children.”

Fate, comncidence, call i what you want, struck when a
fricnd recommended local designer Sucllen Gregory, and it
happened that Tanya had just read a story in Traditiosal Home—
"Pretty in Pink.” September 2003—about another Richmond
house that Gregory had designed. “Suellen sounded like just

Left: An embroidered fabric at the living room windows sets the color
scheme of coffes with cream, soft aqua, and rose; the same fabric was
used for costumes for the musical Les Miserables. Abowe: The lover
prosndis a mapeshic entrance into Westboume and senves as a classic
and quiel backdrop for the Frenches' art collection.




the person who could help me make my house beautniful,” says
Tanya. I knew that this would be a long-lasting relationship.”

Tanya loves color, and since the previous homeowners were
partial to linen white, she was eager tw experiment with
palettes. Gregory started with the magnificent entry hall, which
she kept classic and minimal so the Frenches’ artwork could
shine. “Art 15 2 PSSO for us,” L= 1] 'T'.|1'|'§..| “We like CONTEMpO-
rary, and our voung, fresh preces from local artists mux well wath
the tradiional elements of the howse” Twelve-inch vertical
stripes painted on the walls in cream and white were topped
with a dark glaze thar antiques and warms the space. To carry
the classic theme further, Justin enlisted local furniture designer
Harrson Higgins to create a pair ol semees made for the space,
“Justin and Tanya really felt committed to using local craftsmen,
just like you would have years ago,” Gregory notes.

Dietails abound i the formal I'"":'“i-'- oo, which Tamva
wanted to be feminine. Hand-smocked drapery panels hang
from a twisted-rope pole painted gold. An English roll-arm sofa
and marching chair were given dressmaker touches—channels
in back, buttons acros the front. Pillows feature various frills, in-
cluding pleated ruffles, mope trim, and fringe.

[]'I{ ]I.'I."I'I'I;!: r':'l(llll-"h r-l..'i:l'l'l'll'l'lli"'_-.' s ]'I.I.I.l]'ll:.':_'l;_‘l I:'i':| t]'ll..' TS |_|||||||'|.
of the hbrary, now Justins tavorite room. The hbmary’s palette
grew from a rug the Frenches already owned. A sea of leather
Ofn 3 par of Chesterficld sofas, Eﬂ,:l:l,'ll.n.l,':j from the PrEvIOLS
owmers, engendered a mather suff look. Gregorys solution?
Substituting black velvet seats on them. A black velvet ottoman
erinmed with Livish bullion i inge visually connects the sofas 1o
a pair of stately wing chairs covered in a black-and-gold fabric.

Right: Reproduction 1Bth-cantury wood chairs alternate with
slipcovered pieces to add variety in the formal dining room.
Below right: Justin and Tanya French with son Griffin and daughter
Chioe on the front steps of ‘Westbourne,
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The nursary was creabed with

the mother in mind just as

much as the daughter. “When

you have an infant, you spend

a lot of time in that room,”

says Tanya. Pink floral fabric
ied to the walls s

-#I'I'll"ﬂhﬂ with blue draperies = A i 3 \ - !
i aéu.—md With 5ilk osettes. M , . _5
Tnpa%mﬂp«aﬂumnqt T ," D TR

~Chloe's initials mpaﬁh:l..,,l; i

on the fireplace mantel. ©5 |

The adjoining bathroom was  ©

coverad in a pink trellis

wallpaper that complements

the pattern of the sink’s

gathered, beribbonad skirt. ] :
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When you have an 131 afitl you spend a lot of time
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Tanya and Justin love entertaining (they recently packed

150 people into the house for a Richmond Symphony tund-
raiser), s0 Gregory knew she could go over the top in the
dining room. A slver leafed ceilling makes the space hiverally
shine; a large mirror over the hreplace reflects a candlehgh
glow. The French blue walls are highlighted by sumptuous
gray silk drapery panels bordered in a darker velver,

With the formal rooms in place, the house needed more
casual spaces. A view of the outdoors from three walls led
Lregory to the '-.!r'.':.-'l'l'z'l:l-.' color selection for the solarium. The
painted sky on the ceiling hovers over dark-stained pilasters
and dark-framed furnishings with contrasting light upholstery.

The kitchen needed a renovanon, wo, Here an CXISONE
butlers pantry ate up valuable cooking space, and there were
no upper wall cabinets. Tanva and Justin opted to open up the
kitchen by removing the wall that separated it from the pantry,
|||-\.1.||]:|:|'|-_.; an i'k.l.l:ﬁd 'L".I'Il.'rl_'
the children could sit, and
adding upper cabinets.

“We knew this house
was home the minute we
saw it," says Tanya. “We
love pretty things—bean-
tiful art and grear furni-
ture. We've gotten thar,
and been able to share it
with our kids. Its the
home they wall grow up
in, and [ love that” m
Interior designer: Suelien Gregory
For mone information, see sources
on page 206.
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and vory fabrics.




