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rts) and a glass tube walkway in the back:
fitting décor for the fashionable lady of the house.
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WVhat does one expect to find beyond the storied thresholds ol
istoric Fredericksburg? Candlelight? Costumed interpreters? You
night be surprised upon ascending the stone steps to the columned
iortico of Smithsonia, a stately Greek Revival house commanding an
ntire corner lot on Amelia Street. From the first sight of the lady of
he house gliding through the hall in chic leather-wrapped stilettos
nd artfully ragged jeans, it’s clear that what you are going to get is

nything but expected.

“People come 1o the door
the vime and ask if this
arn offbce oF 8 mascum,”
s Cathy Steweart of the
eprcasive brick manse,
b re she lives with ber
ushand, Doug, a wealth
whagement consultant, and
heir three kids. But color
rhe only business inside
¢ walls and molding in
o lormal 1.!111J|'|;.{ PO,
grquodse rear pancls for the
cowshelves in the library
d an orange TV room with
ber foll-papered bar—and
wts fust the first floar
rowart, a former runway
sacde] who worked lor such
slgners as Camlina Horrera
gl Chanel in New York and
Vashington, hias 2 whimsbcal
rure, which helped interior
exigner Sucllen Gregory
bannel her client's wishes
fo 3 fashionable decoritiee
P i ~!:.I-rt]1l,-' afrer the
.r!q hfught l!‘hr |‘hm.u;
1 HXT *Cathy peally s so
dventuresome,”™ sayvs Gregory.
She loves color. She makes
fun. What [ love about
e house is that it has a
soncberful, elegant, ald world
gality mixed with VOUIEET,
poct stull.”
Smithaonia®s history Is
mpdex and nothing close to
ip. The home was built in
44 on what is the original
ite of the Preshyvterian
hurch of Fredercksburg,. The
batch was Tounded in (R0,
hen there wene only baw
reshyterians in town; by 1832,
5 congregation had outgrowm its
riginal home on the Amella Street

fte, where Smithsonia mow stands,

nd moved o a now sanctuary at
he corner of George and Princess
nne streets, the site of the present
resbyvterian Church

The house was built on the old
fte @a% an |:1r|1h:J.u_|1,{|: for :.{_lrl-.. and
iver served as a hospital during
e Ched] War, Then, in 1867, a

ki grie

opened it s a boarding house for
female senbor citizens and named it
smithsonla. That wasn't the last of
its incamations; around the turn ol
the 207 century, Smithsonia served
as a bovs” dormitory fovr wehat was
then Frederickaburg College., Graffict
carved in the brick facade somectime
in the 19 century attesis [0 years
when the house sat derelict. In 1917,
William E. Lang bought the home,
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B ic e § ax= Eaesdes snamill

when they learned the kconfc hos
was available, After buying it,
the couple made some cosmetic
yh;ngﬂh---,ﬂul then, in X008, thes
micweed ot forf rlg]‘ﬁ months s il
the kitchen and master bedroom
subee couled b rlrumiﬂ.‘l aml
renovaled. They moved back in |
HB=—0nc werk before
i hrisgmes

Bk Steele ol BOR
..ﬁ.h;luln tiife In Ric Fimwni
a college friend of Doug
Srowart's who'd done
previous work for the (2
designed the new space
Rather than deviate [ror
the original lootprint w
a two-story addition, h
and ithe Stewarts conlig
a new kitchen and mast
sulte tnside the stractur
andd sdded a refined thn
bay brick garage and
carriage house, with gla
eiitry. "It 8 alwiiys an
interesting comversation
w:lh. |'|ih|!1'-r:|:|r'|.~| '-'.11rn [
arc putting a contempor jeig
additbon onto an old a3
bullding, = says Stecke "! ’

The best way to toocl 348 ,

Tap: The kitehen eat-in area has
patont leather chalrs arcund s
Barogue-style table. Below, from lefu:
looking from a downstairs bath into
ithe living roem; the entrance hall.

1942, That explains why it s olten
called the Lang House as well as
Smithsonia

I'wo generations and rwo changes
of ownership later, the Stewarts were
lhudmes blmsles s Frovm Semirhonnis

ald structiire, Stecle ass
is to o e in @ teanspane
way—|iterally. *Cathy h
just returned from Paris
and had seen all this gls
winrk = wavs Stecke, “amd
liked the idea of not hay
a traditional dark entry
fover® at the back of the
house, The result is @ m
carriage house (that do
look so new) with a ver
modern glass connectin
tubse that serves 38 entr "1|
1o both the garage and 1 -7
bhack of the house .

Inside Smithsonia, w ¥
fashion references can |

TV room, there s a Che y
poster by Andy Warhal Y
from 3 window display
the Paris boutique, a di
room g designed by Diane vor
Furstenberg, and a clever librar =
footstool that the uphalsterer
stitched together from several |
Valrron hags. Ruched silk cover
for the chandelier chains throug
the howse ade] cubele deessmake
rouches overhead

The entrey hall features Seark ¢
wallpaper with a peacock patter
g cesign Gregory chose knowin
Srewart s dllection lor the Bird
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found in every room. In M4 _.-" :




Top: In the library, & 1930s painting of Daisy, a cireus performer in San Franeises, is by Doug Stewart’s
grandfather and nameaske, Douglas, Al right, the curved deor visible through the door tothe dining Poom
conceals an elevator to the English basement kitehen . Below, from lefit: stairs and a view to the family room;

the master bath, with the dressing room beyond.

wiis installed by H.]. Holtz & Son,
who hung the panels on linen so they
could be moved, a custom adopted
e VIrZInian feancy Lancaster,

who once moved 18*-century silk
wallpaper halbway across England

for her home at Kelmarsh Hall. As
Gregory says of the undertaking,
“Scenic papers, not lor the faint of
heart The pattern was configured
50 that the peacock appears on one

slda A Hhe Rall swdrk his rall anen and

an the other side. closed

Ihe bedrooms [or the Stowarn
children are lung on the house®s
second and third loors. {Two of the

kids attend Fredericksburg Academy,

i 5 |u14'-| Dovarg Spewart h;‘||'-|'1|. Ly
found 18 years ago.) Richmond-
based decorative painter Sunny
Goode was brought in to add some
lourish to the rooms. She created a
whimsical Irie=e ol fish for 8-vear

ald Mewsalae Clavtarts marine Rloe

PO andcl @ green damask pattcrn on
white panels in the pink bedrmoom

ol l4-year-old Catherine Greer. {The
room of 17-vear-old Kenneth Coleman
i= odl Limits to visitors. ) “Sunny was
thrilled to be creating the backdrop
for this,™ savs Cathy, pointing to

an over-scile, sunshine yellow,
tufted patent-leather headboard In
Greer®s room (all three kids go by
their middle names). Cathy bersell
rainted o demore morcelain ot of o

young girl acid yellow, and Antiques in Richmond —sers the
perfectly design tone for the room. Fven the
When designing the Eng Viking stove’s plum color was chose
basement kitchen, the Stew o complement it. The eat-in area
wiorked with Richmond's
KDWY Home (for merly Kitcl patcni |q.‘|r|‘1|._'1 "'"F"h'"]"‘["-'r""l‘ |in1||1:,.'_
Designworks). KDW sugee chalrs surrounding o Barogue-style
marble-topped cabinets ele mable (painted white}—and the wall
on platforms as in an Englis beyond opens into a green, Wonka
country house. A rare mosa esque conservatory that is original
[o*-century Dutch mangani o the house. In thar room, potting
mictuns sunnlbed by Kim Fa bemches worre 1ranslormed ifam sedts
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and Gregory hadd striped cushions
made to go with them | TRy
spin ona classike American Victorizn
irchitectural feature.

[he Stewarts have been careful
not fo alter too many of the
i1|11.-'. -ii'-r|'|‘|.‘r11'l.'=~l'1 the house |
challenging commitment when the
talk murned to improving the lighring
in the living room, which is the
biggest space in the house. It had
no cetling light. “We were asking

oursehves, *Should we do wiring in
Aniswer

mi. She subsequently found bwo

.'l'll_' i L'!lll!..'_"_ L I:-I'|."||,"-\.'IF"-

late 1M b-century ltallbn r'-l.l\.l:r.'
medallions (from a shop In Santa
Monica), had them installed them
on the ceiling and draped the cords
in silk. An electrician planed the
medallions so they could be flush
mounted 1o the ceiling

|1'||.' STEWarts '.'n.']'||'l .I|~u,1 AT &
home in the Outer Ranks (Coralla)

and another in Deepwater Cay
the Bahamas, sav they ane h.||'-|
Smithzonia, and with itz eclea
décor. It"s all came together to
H | "'|'|| II"«I'I_ FI'.I"..-.'I:"I.!F"[\' i !'I!I;J Ir|l.'!
home for the family. “I'm a cin
person, amnd the kids love it.™
Cathy, “burt | think my hushan
would be happier on a farm in
Elsckshurg.”
Mavbe that will be next. @



